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Across Clues

	1
	Ensuring Cinders stays at home (7,3,5)
	Winning the Ashes

	
	Cinders = ASHES
Ensuring they stay at home, i.e. in the place where they rightfully belong (see 2005, 2009, 2011, the whole of future time)
	

	7
	De Villiers and crew outside party showing midriff (7)
	Abdomen

	
	De Villiers = AB

Crew = MEN
Both “outside” of (i.e. surrounding) Party = DO
Midriff = AB-DO-MEN
	

	8
	Dance as SA left in a mess (5)
	Salsa

	
	Left = L

Anagram (in a mess) of “AS SA L”

Dance = SALSA
	

	10
	Kiwi, bespectacled and befuddled (3)
	Dan

	
	Kiwi bespectacled = DAN (as in Vettori)
Anagram (befuddled) of “AND”
	

	12
	Two tests were linked (4)
	Tied

	
	Two tests were = TIED (in 1960 and 1986)
Linked = TIED
	

	13
	Right dolt manoeuvred to have the money to buy the true home of cricket (3,8)
	Old Trafford

	
	Right = R

Anagram (manoeuvred) of “R DOLT” = OLD TR
To have the money to buy = AFFORD
The true home of cricket = OLD TRAFFORD, clearly
	

	16
	Disagree with "No run", getting into fevered state (4)
	Ague

	
	Disagree = ARGUE
No run = remove the R

Fevered state = AGUE
	

	17
	Deceive about what Mitch invariably does with a ball (9)
	Misdirect

	
	Deceive = MISDIRECT
And also what Mitch (Johnson) does with the ball
	

	18
	Useful, short, and in charge of England (4)
	Andy

	
	Useful = HANDY
Shortened, becomes ANDY
In charge of England = ANDY (Flower)
	

	21
	Relative to a small mass, insect is the biggest thing on the web (4,7)
	King Cricket

	
	Relative = KIN
Small mass = G (gram)

Insect = CRICKET
Biggest thing on the web = KING CRICKET (this might be an exaggeration)
	

	27
	Hear Brett in meadow (3)
	Lea

	
	Brett = LEE
Hear (sounds like) Lee = LEA = Meadow
	

	28
	Young and without news from Melbourne (2,3)
	No Age

	
	Melbourne newspaper = THE AGE
Young = NO AGE
	

	29
	Star batsman, to be frank (7)
	Worrell

	
	(Frank) WORRELL
	

	30
	In acts, animals behaving as we have come to expect (11,4)
	Indifferent Cats

	
	In = IN
Acts = DIFFERENT CATS
i.e. ACTS is an anagram of (“different” arrangement of) CATS, the anagram indicator being part of the answer rather than part of the clue
	


Down Clues

	1
	Execute gamespace skillsets! Where can we find such meaningless drivel (5,2,6)
	Words of Hayden

	
	Execute. Gamespace. Skillsets = Examples of (Matthew) Hayden’s words
Where we can find etc = WORDS OF HAYDEN (KC’s repository for such stuff)
	

	2
	Not out! Trueman was in a league of his own (6)
	Indoor

	
	Not out = INDOOR
Trueman’s 1970s TV programme – “Indoor League”
	

	3, 20
	Cricket is not a chance occurrence (4,2,5)
	Game of Skill

	
	Cricket is = GAME OF SKILL
Not a CHANCE (i.e. requiring luck) occurrence = GAME OF SKILL
	

	4
	Placed inside batting glove to improve bat control (4)
	Hand

	
	Try controlling the bat without it.
	

	6
	Keeping Peter Willey's crack partner (7)
	Holding

	
	Keeping = HOLDING
Peter Willey’s CRACK (i.e. joke) partner = Michael Holding

(The bowler’s Holding… etc)
	

	7
	First half of one day game changed, but it's still a positive point (5)
	Anode

	
	First half of “One Day Game” = ONE DA
Anagram (changed) of ONE DA = ANODE
A positive (electrically speaking) point = ANODE
	

	9
	Separated from nation's First Couple, Princess reportedly attracted composer (6,7)
	Andrew Strauss

	
	Separated from = Just left

Nation’s first couple = Test team’s opening pair

Princess = ANNE
Reportedly (sounds like) Anne = AN
Attracted = DREW
Composer = STRAUSS
	


	11
	A right arse, making single innings deficit (6)
	Arrear

	
	A = A
Right = R

Arse = REAR
Innings deficit = ARREARS

Single (singular) of above = ARREAR
	

	14
	Point comes in to dislodge bail - a rapid descent follows (6)
	Abseil

	
	Point = SE (compass point)
Anagram (dislodge) of BAIL = AB..IL

Comes in = puts inside
	

	15
	Throw, leading to brief affair (5)
	Fling

	
	Throw (as in a ball) = FLING
A brief affair (as in an office party) = FLING
	

	16, 24
	Skated around scorer's position 
	At Desk

	
	Anagram (around) of SKATED = AT DESK
Where the scorer is at any local cricket match
	

	17, 5
	Mary's confused by initial explanation - is Giles the right man for English cricket? (2,4)
	My Arse

	
	Anagram (confused) of MARYS = MY ARS
Initial (of) explanation = E

Answer to the question – Is Giles (Clarke) the right man for English cricket?
	

	19
	Charlton is King! Now see how he dismisses us (7)
	Discard

	
	Charlton = D
Is = IS

King = CARD (playing card)
	

	22
	Kent taking drug brought shame to English cricket (6)
	Clarke

	
	Kent = CLARK (superman)
Drug = E

Clarke = Giles again
	

	23
	Make bat advertisement in paper (6)
	Insert

	
	Make bat (on winning the toss) = INSERT
Advertisement in paper = INSERT (as in a loose flyer in a newspaper)
	

	25
	Singular leaves, but still gets to run through (4)
	Leaf

	
	Singular (of) leaves = LEAF
Run through = LEAF (as in flick through a book)
	

	26
	Cute, short short message from chatty cricketers (4)
	Twee

	
	Short message from chatty cricketers = TWEET

Short TWEET = TWEE = Cute
	


